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When Heaven Comes to Earth
By Sam Andress
Heaven is a tricky word. Most people of Christian faith 
seem to be sure of a heaven, but are foggy on the implications 
of what it is or what it means for those who are “in Christ.” In 
the Hebrew Bible, the word for heaven samayim refers to both 
a physical part of the universe, and the dwelling place of God. 
The phrase “heavens and earth” found in the first sentence of 
Genesis conveys the totality of the universe (See also Deut. 
4:26, Ps. 121:2; 146:6). Here heaven and earth are distinct, 
but part of the same whole and they have a relationship. In Isa­
iah 66:1, heaven is God’s throne and the earth God’s footstool. 
The New Testament uses the word ouranos to render the idea 
of heaven. It most frequently refers to the abode of God, as 
when Jesus refers to the “Father in heaven,” as well as a circum­
locution for the name of God—kingdom of heaven instead of 
kingdom of God. In the culminating apocalyptic vision of the
Scriptures, John of Patmos casts heaven and earth in a hopeful 
salvific and eschatological vision of a new or renewed heaven 
and earth. Here, God finally dwells with humanity and they 
are finally and completely God’s people. It’s a vision of the 
convergence of heaven and earth, God’s space and humanity’s 
space fully reconciled (Rev. 21:1-5). W ith this in mind what 
does heaven mean for the current evangelical milieu?
“If you were to die tonight, do you know where you would 
go?” This was the gospel cry of the twentieth-century Evangeli­
cal movement and a result of the “turn or burn” soteriology that 
drove the central messages of several revival movements out 
of which Evangelicalism emerged. I grew up in a Pentecostal 
church which followed this same line. The gospel, the church, 
and salvation were all about “getting souls into heaven.” Dur­
ing my teen years I began Continued on page 6
Heaven is a common subject for popular culture. It is 
fascinating to us. The hope that we can escape our cur­
rent state, and live in eternal bliss is enough for many to 
convert on their deathbeds (Constantine, for example). 
We’ve all seen the scenes on the big and small screen of a 
long line waiting for Peter to check off their names and 
open the pearly gates. On The Simpsons, God can be 
seen atop a cloud in heaven, often with Buddha and 
Jesus closeby.
Different streams of Christianity have their own 
understandings of Heaven. Some believe that we will 
work in Heaven. Others think of an everlasting rest, 
an eternal Sabbath. There are those who hold fast to a 
separation of soul from body, and others still who be­
lieve that Heaven is more concrete, and that the body 
and soul are inseparable.
But surely our majority doctrine consists of more than 
some sort of a “pie in the sky, bye and bye” mentality. I 
can definitely relate with Sam Andress’ frustration with a 
heaven theology that fashions Christians who hide from
the world. If we are truly followers of Christ, we 
must care about his inaugurated kingdom. He 
calls us to make disciples, to care for the poor 
and the oppressed, to love our enemies, and do 
the work of the kingdom, not to sit on our hands 
and wait for the world to end.
Despite all of our differences in our under­
standings of the afterlife, we can stand united 
as followers of Christ in some common beliefs: 
Heaven will be really fun, it will last forever, 
there will probably be some lions and lambs, 
and everyone will rock harps. I cannot wait.
“7 don’t  believe in an afterlife, although I  am 
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Grace after Google: Heaven's Internet Ethics
By Justin Phillips
Throughout childhood and adoles­
cence, my image of heaven looked some­
thing like this: each person stands before 
God, who asks us to give an account of 
their life. Rather than require the tedium 
of listing off every good deed or sin, God 
would simply roll a video for all to see, 
and the person on the “hot seat,” so to 
speak, would offer a gratuitous explana­
tion of their motivation at the time— to 
provide context, of course. God would 
comment on the mistakes made, and 
note those occasions when we really 
wanted to sin but decided not to for rea­
sons that would also be explained for ev­
eryone in attendance—which would be, 
well, everyone. O f course, no one would 
emerge from this process in high spirits, 
making God’s bestowal of grace all the 
more reason to collectively celebrate.
That was my view of heaven and 
God’s grace for at least 18 years: I was a 
sinner, whose sins had been captured on 
the Holy Camcorder, a bad home movie 
replayed for family, friends and strangers 
that you could never live down. Predict­
ably, I was terrified to make a mistake 
during those years.
No need to wait for this public ex­
posure in the heavenly arena, though, 
because our legacy-obsessed culture has 
probably captured many of your “finer” 
moments already and saved them for­
ever. Forever!
In case you have not noticed, nothing 
dies on the internet. Words and pictures 
come back from the past to follow and 
haunt you like the undead corpse of a 
former self, long-since forgotten (or bur­
ied). Every gem you ever thought the en­
tire world needed to read on your blog, 
every email sent at 2 a.m. that you cannot 
take back, every regrettable column you 
ever wrote for your undergraduate news­
paper: all of them live in the undying 
land of the Internet, waiting to wake and 
stalk their way to your doorstep some 28 
days, months or even years, later.
Google leads the way in our techno­
logical hell. The Google empire now in­
cludes YouTube, as well as the less-used 
Google Earth and Google Street, where 
you can access aerial views of most and 
even 360-degree views of some streets. 
While the latter two features have been
singled out as potential tools for terrorist 
plots or simple voyeurism, it is Google’s 
mundane use that presents the more im­
mediate ethical dilemma.
In just the last four years, the inter­
net has played a particularly damaging 
and sometimes helpful role in determin­
ing the course of American politics and 
fact-checking journalists. Consider these 
Google/YouTube sensations since our 
last election cycle:
• Howard Dean’s “I have a scream” 
speech from the Iowa primary.
• The “Swiftboating” of John Kerry.
• Dan Rather’s errors concerning 
President Bush’s Air National Guard 
service exposed by a blogger.
• Senator George Allen’s “macaca” 
comments about eventual winner, 
Jim Webb’s staffer.
• Senators Clinton and Obama run­
ning Internet campaign ads.
• John Edwards’ “I Feel Pretty” video.
• Old skits of Rudy Giuliani per­
forming in drag.
• M itt Romney asking the eternal 
question: “W ho let the dogs out?”
(I’ll give you a moment to search...)
Plenty of videos or photos circulate 
that are harmless fun (have you heard 
Dennis Kucinich sing?). However, when 
the incessant dirt-digging turns into 
mud-slinging, eventually we all end 
up filthy and stained in the process. It 
seems ironic that the land-grab for the 
moral ground coincides with relentlessly 
reminding others of an opponent’s past 
sins. How else do we explain the modern 
political threat of using college papers 
against people some thirty years later? 
(Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito in 
his confirmation hearings and Senator 
Clinton by a cable “news” TV host, for 
example).
Continued on page 5 
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Fuller Fire Questions Answered!
By Joanne Yoon
Q: Hi, Joanne. I heard that you are 
involved with Fuller Fire. I saw a banner 
on the way to the campus, so my friends 
and I were wondering what it is about. 
Does it have to do with fire on campus 
or what?
A: Sure, it is about fire, but Holy Fire 
that starts on this Fuller campus and 
spreads out to the nations. Fuller Fire 
is a student organization that originally 
formed out of a class project a few years 
ago and it continued to exist until two 
years ago. We are reviving it again this 
year. Fuller Fire prays for Fuller students, 
faculty, administrative leadership and 
staff and Nations every Monday and pro­
vides opportunities for the entire campus 
to pray and worship. One major oppor­
tunity coming up would be the Fuller 
Fire Prayer Week as you might have no­
ticed.
Q: Why do you think it’s important 
to revive this student organization?
A: Many students in the past were 
touched by these worship and prayer 
events and shared with me that they were 
great chances to come away, spend time 
with God, and be spiritually renewed. 
Some of them shared that their lives 
changed, and felt that even the campus 
atmosphere changed because of the Full­
er Fire Prayer Week. I can tell you that I 
myself, and some of my friends, felt the 
affects of this transformative experience.
Q: So what do you do during the 
Prayer Week?
A: We gather to pray for ourselves 
and for the nations. Each hour is dedi­
cated to different topics to pray for, 
such as “Prayer for the Middle East & 
Asia,” “Prayer for Peace and Justice,” and 
“Prayer for Fuller.” It covers anywhere 
from “Prayers o f Thanksgiving” to “Pro­
phetic Prayer Ministry.” Each day will 
end with praise and worship. We also 
have a Prayer Run for those who are in­
terested in running and praying.
Q: When and where will it happen?
A: The Prayer Week starts on Monday, 
April 14 and will end on Thursday, April 
17. Prayer run is from 7 a.m. — 8 a.m. 
and the starting point will be in front 
of the Catalyst. The rest of the prayer is 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day, in the
Geneva Room, second floor of Payton 
Hall.
Q: Sounds great. Will you have some 
sort of information available for the cam­
pus?
A: Absolutely. We will have the sched­
ule available on the signboards and will 
hand out hard copies of the schedule. 
Also, you should check your Facebook; 
information will be there, too. For 
any questions, you can contact me at 
yoon4l8@gmail.com. 0
Joanne Yoon (third-year M Div) is the Vice- 
President o f the A ll 
Seminary Council. She 
urges you not to bring 
hoses and extinguishers 
to Fuller Fire events.
I t’s a metaphor.
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Google Continued from  page 3
The question for the church is: are we 
becoming a people incapable of grace? Do 
we not practice the supposedly harmless 
act of “Googling” someone? In this age, 
it seems that we now have to be what we 
cannot possibly be: perfect.
When we are faced with forgiving 
those who have been shamed, we might 
learn a great deal from Christs restora­
tion of Peter. This heart-wrenching rec­
onciliation (John 21) cuts to the core 
of who we are as believers. I wonder if 
Peter would even stand a chance among 
todays Crucifixion crowds, videophones 
in tow? Today, Peters shocking denial 
would be posted on YouTube within the 
hour, and a sanctimonious blogger (not
all bloggers—just the sanctimonious 
ones) would instantly tell us all the de­
tails. Could Peter continue his ministry 
in 2008 after such a screw-up? Doubt- 
fid.
Please hear me: I am not calling for 
institutional carelessness or foregoing 
professional background checks for those 
who serve our churches; over all, I think 
this can be a sound practice. However, 
none of us should be so naïve to think 
that our words today do not really matter 
tomorrow, especially in the Google age, 
where grace is litde more than a vestige 
of its former self.
God will let us create and live in our 
own world where our “old selves” never
die and damn us (and others), again and 
again. In short, God will let us create our 
own Hell: A record of our sins—a liv­
ing witness—saved for eternity for all to 
know and see, separating us from God 
and each other. h
Justin Phillips is a first-year SO T Ph.D. 
student in Ethics 
and is not an alarm­
ist. His own thoughts 
on technology are fa r  
more informed by Kip 
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Heaven and Earth Continued from page 1
to struggle with this message. I did 
not stop believing in God, the gospel, Je­
sus, or heaven. The struggle was two-fold. 
First, that the gospel was primarily about 
saving seemingly disembodied “souls,” 
and second that “heaven” was some sort 
of ethereal place off in the metaphysical 
abyss.
If salvation is about heaven, and heav­
en is about going to some other place, 
then why does Jesus as God need to be­
come flesh and come to earth? Or why 
does the apostle Paul go to great lengths 
in his moving treatise to tell the church 
at Corinth that Jesus’ resurrection is 
bodily, and ours will be too? Even in 
the letter to the Romans, the Protestant 
manifesto for emphasizing justification 
by faith alone, Paul writes, “creation it­
self also will be set free from its slavery to 
corruption into the freedom of the glory 
o f the children of God.” (Rom 8:21). It 
seems that in recent times I am not the 
only one to wresde with these evangelical 
assumptions about salvation and heaven. 
Doug Pagitt, in his forthcoming book 
A  Christianity Worth Believing, writes of 
his experience of how Evangelicals spoke 
of salvation and heaven during the past 
century, “The Christian life was a kind of 
holding pattern in which we were stuck 
until God called us in for a landing at 
our real home. O r maybe we were being 
ejected from the fiery crash.”
This seemingly popular view of heav­
en sees it as a place in which believers are
rescued away, while the rest of creation 
burns and unbelievers are thrust into 
hell. One only needs to look at the mas­
sive influence of the Left Behind books, 
which are surprisingly taken as good in­
terpretations by many. If one follows this 
cosmology, the idea of saving souls for a 
heaven off in some other blissful world 
is the logical conclusion. The life of dis- 
cipleship seems to quickly reduce into 
steps for self-improvement and becom­
ing a better you as the faithful await the 
great escape. And besides, if our “souls” 
are not connected to our “flesh” and 
earthly existence, than why not just be 
like the Corinthians and give our bodies 
over to whatever we please?
On the other hand, as Rob Bell in his 
sermon “Flames of Heaven” asks, what 
if heaven crashes into earth? W hat if the 
Mission of God is about all things be­
ing on earth as they are in heaven? The 
whole prospect of disembodied souls fly­
ing off into the sky makes zero sense. It 
would seem to me that we would need to 
reconnect heaven with God’s kingdom/ 
reign. In doing so, we could begin to 
see our salvation and our being part of 
heaven as bound up in living as point­
ers towards the kingdom that has come 
and will come finally. The worldview 
described in Jesus’ Matthean Beatitudes 
begins to make a whole lot of sense if 
heaven is coming to earth. Perhaps in 
the incarnation a little heaven did come 
to earth, and Jesus’ beatitudes were his
ANNOUNCEMENT
inaugural “state of heaven address” to a 
people he was calling to be prepared for 
God’s final coming. Because God always 
comes to earth, from “walking in the 
Garden,” to “dwelling in the temple,” to 
coming in the flesh in Jesus Christ, with 
the promise of a final return to make all 
things new.
The whole of the biblical narrative 
attests that the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and Jesus Christ is one who insists 
on coming to earth. Functioning out of 
this understanding, I think we can be­
gin to rediscover what Paul meant when 
he wrote to the communities at Ephe­
sus, “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith...it is the gift of God. 
For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand so that we would 
walk in them.” (Eph 2:8—10). Heaven is 
God’s “space” and our hope is in God’s 
space being fully reconnected with our 
space— the earth— so that the prayer of 
our Lord Jesus, “Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven,” may be finally fulfilled. Perhaps 
we need to change the question to: if you 
believe heaven is coming to earth, how 
will you live differendy tonight? B
Sam is surprised by the 
hope found in heaven 
coming to earth. He 
blogs his musings at 
w w w. samantfress. 
blogspot.com
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FULLER HAPPENINGS
Ministry Enrichment Seminars
Congregations as Emotional Systems: Implica­
tions for Pastors and their Families 
lues, A pril 22, 11:00 a.m.—l:0 0  p.m . Conference 
Room 220 (2nd floor, 490 E. Walnut St.)
Dr. Cameron Lee will present.
Women in Pastoral Ministry: Panel Discussion. 
Ihurs, A pril 24, 1:00 p .m -3:00 p.m . Geneva 
Room.
Legal Issues in Church Employment and Real Estate 
Wed, A pril 30, 3:00 p.m .—5:00 p.m . Conference 
Room 220 (2nd floor, 490 E. Walnut St.).
Mr. Dennis Kasper will present.
Forest Ranger will Offer Tips for Hiking in Local 
Mountains. Anyone planning on hiking in and 
around the San Gabriel Mountains is invited to a 
free presentation by a U.S. Forest Service ranger 
Saturday, April 19, at 10:30 a.m. at Allendale 
Branch Library, 1130 S. Marengo Ave, Pasadena. 
The ranger will give a general overview, teach par­
ticipants how to read trail maps and plot their 
routes, describe wildlife, explain the areas history 
and provide information about equipment that 
can help hikers stay safe. For more information 
call 626.744.7260.
NT Scholar Dr. Tom Yoder Neufeld will present 
“Patient Pursuit: Peacemkaing and the Pa­
tience of God.“
Tde, A pril 22nd 1 0 —11 am, Payton 302. 
Sponsored by SOT Dean’s Office and Anabaptist 
Perspectives. Everyone is welcome!
CATS Student Retreat. The CATS Student Re­
treat will be at Monrovia Canyon Park on Sat­
urday, April 26, 2008. O ur theme will be “From 
Lament to Resurrection.” This will be a great op­
portunity for spiritual renewal, relaxation, and en­
joying one another. We will meet at Fuller at 8:00 
a.m. for a continental breakfast and carpool to the 
site. We will close at 2:30 pm, but you may stay
for all or part o f the day. All CATS students, fac­
ulty, staff, alumni, and spouses are invited. Cost is 
S 10/person or $15/couple or 2 people (includes 
lunch). To register, e-mail Lindsay Weldon at sot- 
ta@dept.fuller.edu.
Tickets to Amusement Parks: Student Life and 
Services sells tickets to Disneyland (2-fer tick­
ets $65 adults, $55 children) Legoland ($42), 
Seaworld ($48 adults $42 children) and Uni­
versal Studios ($42, $54 annual pass). Come by 
our office on the 2nd floor o f the Catalyst, or call
626.584.5435.
Disability Seating Accommodation: The Ac­
cess Services Office (ASO) appreciates your coop­
eration in ensuring that chairs and desks labeled 
“ASO Disability Accommodation: D O  N O T  RE­
MOVE” are left in their designated places. Ques­
tions can be directed to ASO at 626.584.5439 or 
at aso-coordinator@dept.fuller.edu.
Attn: Bike Riders: Please remember to park your 
bicycles in the appropriate bike racks located in 
the SOP: east o f the ramp, The Garth: close to 
the Refectory and behind the Mail Center, or in 
Barker Commons between the Catalyst and the 
Brehm Center. Remember to use a U-lock to pre­
vent theft. As an extra precaution, you may regis­
ter your bike with the Parking and Security office: 
584.5450.
Prayerline Volunteers Needed: Make a differ­
ence in the lives o f people throughout the country. 
For a rewarding and fulfilling experience to pray 
for one hour a week contact Kaity: kkrompas@ 
yahoo.com.
Installation of Dr. Scott Cormode into the Hugh 
De Pree Chair o f Leadership Development in the 
School o f Theology
Tues., M ay 13,10:00  —  10:50 am a t the First Con­
gregational Church.
Dr. Cormode, the Hugh De Pree Associate Profes­
sor o f Leadership Development, will speak on the
topic: “Learning O ur Way to Change.” This event 
is open to the public and no reservation is re­
quired. For more information contact the School 
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Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. H rant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., Pasa­
dena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
3 Units For Rent in good neighborhood near Wil­
liam Carey University. Address: 1454 Wesley Ave. 
Pasadena, CA. 91104. Front House: $2100/mo. 
2 Back Units: $1650/mo. (each) Each unit has 2 
bedrooms. Call: Harry, 626.390.2544.
Massage Therapy. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Canada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and re­
pair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member o f Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation 
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a Home 
Purchase or Refinance? Contact Fuller alum 
Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
626.825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. Monday — Friday, 8 
am -  5:30 pm.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as 
a statistician for thesis and dissertation consulta­
tions. Worked on hundreds o f projects. Teaches 
graduate research courses. Designing “survivable” 
research proposals a specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides multi­
variate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Statisti­
cal results explained in simple English! Assistance 
with statistical table creation and report write-up. 
Final oral defense preparation. Fuller community
discounts. Call for free phone consultation. Tom 
Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail tgranoff@ 
lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ AMEX ac­
cepted.
Tax Time. Tax preparer, licensed and bonded, 
specializing in ministers, Fuller students and 
staff. Reasonable rates. Ask for Tom Dunn at 
818.352.8237.
Need a Typist, Transcriber or Editor? Simply 
bring me your papers, reports, etc. I’ll give you 
the professional touch. Low rates. Over 15 years 
o f experience. Call Robbie 626.791.1855.
2bed/2bath Townhome in North Monro­
via. $410,000 End U nit Light and Bright. Low 
HOA’S. Contact Diane Hatfield Dickson Podley 
Realtors 626.833.3171.
For Sale: 1995 Honda Accord, EX. 202,000 
miles, Standard Transmission, Fully Loaded, Well 
Maintained, Good Condition, $3,200 (OBO). 
Contact Mark at 805.252.7964.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals 
are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and type of service before contracting or using it 
The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
SCREENING OF CRAIG D E T WE I L E R ’S
PURPLE STATE OF MIND
SATURDAY APRIL 26TH 7:30PM TRAVIS AUDITORIUM
CALLERV
O P E N I N G  RECEPTION
M O I D A Y  A P R I L  2 8 T H  B PM P S Y C H  L O U N G E
OPEN DAILY 10AM t o  5PM
OFFERINGS
STUDENT ART JOURNAL
AVAILABLE ALL WEEK SUC. DONATION $3 
CONVERSATIONS WITH AUTHOR OF'THE SHACK”
WILLIAM P. YOUNG
T U E S D A Y  A P R I L  2 9 T H  
ST U D EN TS  2 PM CATALYST
COMMUNITY 7:30 PM TRAVIS AUDITORIUM
FUSION
AN EXPLORATION OF ART
T H U R S D A Y  MA Y  1 S T
7:30 PM TRAVIS AUDITORIUM
KATIE HERZIG
WITH THE ANDREA DAVIS BAND
FRIDAY MAY 2 N D @
7 PM T R A V I S  A U D I T O R I U M
FROM THE SOIL
A R T S  F E S T  2 0 0 8  
APR I L  2 6 T H TO MAY 2ND
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